
 
 

2008 ECCC Road Season Survey 
 
Thanks everyone for participating for this survey. We worked 
diligently to make sure the results have the feel of accuracy without 
the unnecessary business of actually listening to what you have to 
say.  
 
  -Steven H, Joe K, Eagle 
 
Disclaimer: These results are not official, do not represent anything 
official, we’re not even sure how to spell official. The votes were 
mostly counted correctly, but mistakes could have been made. If you 
have a problem with that, tell your mom.  
 
 

 
 
 
 



BASIC INFO 
 

Despite “all the computers in the engineering 
building being broken,” UVM came through with 
the most respondents again! 22 green and 
yellow clad Vermonters filled out the survey this 
year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Penn State came in second with 15 
respondents. “WE ARE: PENN STATE!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Vanity of Cycling: 
Best Kit:  
1) For the first time ever we have a tie! Colby 
wearing argyle and Boston College in all white, 
split the vote with 13 each! 
2) Brown came in with 12 votes, also in argyle. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photos shamelessly stolen 

Worst Kit: 
1) Delaware received an 

unprecedented 64 
votes for the worst 
jersey. The Columbia 
lion was not tricked.  

2) Stevens Tech in polka 
dots and RIT in grey t-
shirts split second with 
10 votes. 

 
 



The Future of Cycling 
Fashion: 

 
1) Argyle [32.5%]  
2) Flannel [22.5%] 
3) All White [21.9%] 
4) Grey “performance 
 apparel” t-shirts [14.4%] 
5) All Black with [8.8%] 
6) Paisley with 4 write in votes 

Write in: 

"Retro-futurism" is a 
trend on the rise.  
Combining the 
nostalgia for the 
warmth and comfort 
of our flannel-filled 
years of yore with 
the futuristic and 
fast look of the new 
millennium, retro-
futurism brings out 
the best of both 

past and future. 
 
 
 



Sexiest Bike: 
Nick Frey’s Bamboo Bike is the winner with 25 
votes, Cervelo Soloists came in second with 19 
votes. 

“It's pretty obvious 
that Frey's bamboo 
bike will win 4 out of 
every 7 awards on the 
survey...” 
 
“Ben Showman's 
Soloist Carbon... but 
only when Ben 
Showman is riding it.” 
 

Most Exciting Technological Innovation: 
1) Nick Frey’s (Princeton) Bamboo Bike 

[50.6%] 

2) MIT’s Uno TT Wheel [23.2%] 

3) Fixed Gears at the Rutgers ITT 
[18.3%] 

4) Greg Colby’s (UMass) Friction 
Shifters attached to his brake levers 
[7.9%] 

 
 
 
 
 
MIT has shared the Finite Element 
Analysis of the UNO Wheel 



Old School Racer: 
1) Djani Johnson Cornell “guy with dreadlocks at the Rutgers 
race weekend, got to love the wool sweater, single speed 
bike with out clipless pedals and the helmet that was about 
20 inches away from his head due to his killer hair-do” (8 
Votes)  
2) Greg Colby UMass (7 Votes) 
3) RIT The whole team! (5 Votes) 
 

Sexiest Female Team: 
1) The lovely ladies from 

Bucknell and UNH tied each 
receiving 33 votes 

2) Mount Holyoke took second 
with 21 votes 

 

 Sexiest Male Team: 
Once again the title goes to the 
men of UVM! Followed by 
Princeton, Dartmouth and 
Northeastern (3 Votes were for 
Keith Cardoza of NU) 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Best/Worst PreRace Meal: 
“A calzone the size of a small child. 1 empty 15x15 pizza box 
and 3 containers of marinara sauce later... I don't blame him 
for not finishing...” 
 
“NOT Boloco burritos. Five bucks for a small flour tortilla and 
some crap in it? You've got to be kidding. Here in Rochester, 
five bucks gets you what we like to call the "Garbage Plate." 
Look it up.” 
 
“Haagen Das ice cream sandwiches... just ask Kyle Bruley.” 
 
“5 Boloco Burritos” 

 

Mooch Award: 
1) Steven Hopengarten (Union), “now mooching off of 

Bard who used to mooch off of everyone else.” (9 
Votes) 

2) Macky Franklin (Middlebury), “drove farther than most 
teams, probably, and paid nothing each weekend.” (6 
Votes) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Best Found Item: 
“We found a $#!&-streaked chamois in our van after a race 
once, no one claimed it.” 
 
“The skin from my left side on turn 2 of the Beanpot crit.” 
 
“Pregnancy Test, a clothes hangar, and a trash bag around 
the Rutgers campus” 
 
“Used Condoms” 
 

Most Embarrassing Crash: 
 
“Doug Endrizzi from Yale, Rutgers D2 crit, approximately 2 
minutes into his first bike race ever, the guy in front of him 
rolls a tubular, Doug goes head-over-tail, breaks the fork of 
his bike, and then helps the guys up, smiling all the while.” 

 



Best Victory Salute: 
Overwhelming Victory for Slim from UVM, firing his guns 
after his win at the Beanpot Crit.  
 

 
Courtesy Velocity Results 

 

Loudest Person/Team: 
1) Slim from UVM “I can’t figure out 

whether I love or hate that kid” 
 
2) UVM “obnoxious bastards” 
 
3) UNH “Ryan Kelly isn’t even in 

college anymore” 
 
 
 
 



Best Man on the Microphone: 
1) Mark A [33.1%] 
2) Joe Kopena [22.6%] 
3) Adam Leman (Drexel) and Chris 

Hair (BU) [18.8%] 
4) Alan Atwood [12.8%] 
5) Kyle Bruley (BU) [6.8%] 
6) Steven Hopengarten (Union) [6%] 

 

Best Race Conversation: 
 
“Dartmouth, Easterns Women's A road 
race: Judy Wexler: Wow, this race is 
really casual. Anna McLoon: Yeah, I'm 
kind of bored. I think I'm going to do something. Judy: Oh, 
no, Anna, this is my last ECCC race and I'm having such a 
good time! Anna: Oh, really? Ok. I will wait for a while. 
Totally not making that up. The whole field proceeded to 
cruise around, almost pedaling backwards, for many miles to 
go.” 
 
Someone said "It's so hot" during the Beanpot C2 road race. 
Another replied "Milk was a bad choice!" 
 
Discussion of the sexual positions favorable to various 
saddle sore conditions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Best One-Liner: 
“Road Races are like a mullet, business in 
the front, and a party in the back.” 
 
“Welcome to the Pain Cave!” 
 
“My @$$ is bleeding. Literally.” 
 
"You said it was rolling hills, @$$hole." 
 
“I feel like 10lbs of crap in a 5lb bag right 
now.” 
 

Best Nickname:  
1) Slim aka James Patterson, UVM 
2) Eagle aka Jeff Lukach, UNH 
3) Fixed Gear aka Aaron Myers, Bucknell 

 

Best Fraternizing: 
“UNH Alumni (Ryan Kelly) throwing mashed potatoes at our 
van (BC) on the way back from Rutgers, which UNH didn’t 
even race at, we were too classy to ever return the favor 
though.” (THIS WAS AN OVERWHELMING VICTORY) 
 
“UVM throwing orange and banana peels at Chris Hamlin as 
he was trying to pick up Mt Holyoke girls by helping them 
with their bike rack. He was not deterred though, and 
seemingly made out alright in that department.” 
 
“The skin show that went on between the Northeastern van 
and a Tufts car while driving through the middle of nowhere 
at 11:30 pm on Friday, going to Penn State, was pretty 
priceless.” 
 



 

Best Hair: 
Graham Anderson 
from Brown: his facial 
hair is a work of art! 
 
“Hair? seriously? 
Come on. This is bike 
racing not beauty 
school.” 
 
Chris Ruhl's Mohawk 
 
 
 

Journeymen Award: 
1) McGill (about half the votes) “They like have to cross a 
border every time they race” 
2) Colby, “those kids come out of freaking nowheresville” 
3) Joe Kopena! “He does nearly every drive solo and I've 
never once heard him complain about Vermont being far 
away.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Best Team Vehicle: 
Abramson's $#!&box is still 
the killer. 
 
“As far as straight baller 
status: Yale's tour bus. 
Must be nice to have that 
kind of support from their 
school. As far as interest 
and environmentally sound 
travel, the Philly schools' 
Philly car share vehicles.” 
 
 
“I love Casey Marks' Suburu because we can get 7 bikes on 
it and have put like 30,000 miles on it for bike races and I 
don't think it's ever once been cleaned.” 
 
“The Dartmouth short bus always makes me drool.” 
 

Best Recruiting Strategy: 
 
“Nudity, nudity and more nudity” 
 
“Facebook” 
 
“Stood out side of the Student center Naked with signs that 
said ‘women needed.’” 
 
 
 
 
 



Best Photo: 

Other Good Ones: 



 

 



Best Event: 
1) Penn State Nittany Cycling Classic (35 Votes) 
2) Boston Beanpot Classic (33 Votes) 
3) UVM Monte Philo Eroica & Easterns at Dartmouth 

L’enfer du Nord (16 Votes Each) 
 

Sketchiest Course: 
1) Beanpot Crit with turn 2 

in the Rain [34 Votes] 
“Tufts turn was sketch, 
but I thrive on sketch 
(even though the guy in 
front of me took me 
down by falling).” 

 
2) UVM Road Race on Dirt 

Roads [27 Votes] “I just 
hope UVM doesn't get a 
weekend next year. What a disaster of a race!” 

 
 
3) Army Circuit with Downhill of Doom [19 Votes] “I went 

off the road twice in 20 seconds on the Army downhill. I 
narrowly missed a culvert, then had to duck under an 
iron gate while going 40.” 

 

Best New Course: 
1) Penn State Black Moshanon Road Race [27 Votes] 
2) Dartmouth Road Race & UVM Mount Philo Road Race 

on Dirt [23 Votes Each] 
3) Pitt Criterium Over the River [17 Votes] 

 

 
 



How do Mark A and the season directors like Joe 
K and Mark V get paid? 

1) They're volunteers; each painstakingly brainwashed to 
do it for love. [78 Votes] 

2) Band-Aid and antibacterial cream manufacturers 
secretly sponsor them to keep collegiate cycling going 
[26 Votes] 

3) USAC gives them their weight in carbon fiber 
components and frames each year. [16 Votes] 

 

Do It For Love: 
“Watching the Stevens cycling team. Their enthusiasm for 
the men's intro race was remarkable.” 
 
“The children; I did it for the children...and span-tans...and 
Mr. Nibbles.” 
 
“I made it out of the Philly Road Race with no rear brakes. 
Restored my belief in Jesus.” 
 
“Girls.” 
 
“Winning.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Best Mark Abramson Quotes: 
“CALL THE WHAAAAMBULANCE!”  
 
“See this .... it's the world's smallest violin... “ 
 
“Looks like he may need some jelly to go with that TOAST.” 
 
“Lets only have three mountain races next year.” 
 
“Rubber side down.” 
 
 
 

Other Reasons to Do It For Love:  
Listed Randomly 

 
1) Epic, epic road races at PSU and Dartmouth. 
2) Riding instead of studying 
3) My chance to throw a used gel-packet in the dumpster 
while on the front of the pack in the Rutger's circuit race in 
the Cs race. The dumpster was at the top of the long rise 
after turn 2, and it was almost in the way of the race. 
Everyone in the front of the pack cheered for me cause they 
thought I made it in, but the riders in the pack had a 
disappointed tone, and notified me later that it bounced out. 
3) Riding 70 miles in the day time at a stupid fast pace, then 
bragging about it to chicks that night at the local frat party. 
4) Winning the Philly TTT after pulling the last 6 miles, 
winning all 3 ITT's by at least 9 seconds, winning the team 
title for the season, and most of all not taking my own head 
off on the iron gate or running into the zipline tower when I 
flew off the road at the Army road race. 
5) Finishing in the point(s) in my first B race  



6) Just getting to hang out with all the fun teams of the 
ECCC. 
7) The beanpot crit 
8) Beth Ligouri 
9) Having an insane amount of Tufts kids come out to cheer 
me on during the Beanpot crit. It was almost embarrassing 
(they had matching shirts and crazy posters) but it's really 
great to be able to show my friends what I do when I leave 
for 48 hours every weekend in the spring. 
10) The Team 
11) I WON A RACE! 
12) Victory atop Philo. 
13) Rollerblading 
14) Watching a new rider 
curse up a storm (during the 
race) after getting lapped in 
her first crit ever. 
15) Seeing all the cool kids of 
the ECCC every weekend. 
16) My peeps on the team. 
More fun and more 
camaraderie than my 
undergrad days playing NCAA 
Div 1 sports. 
17) Watching Rose take herself out while trying to ride with 
rollers. 
18) Crashing, getting a concussion, missing championships 
at home this weekend, and still wanting to get back on the 
bike as soon as my head works again. 
19) My teammates 
20) 5 hour drive to Penn State. Two weeks of training paid 
off with three top 3 finishes. 
21) 2nd Place Mens D Circuit at Philly 
22) Having a large team to chill with and hanging out with 
friends in the peloton 



23) Bucknell girls 
24) The looks on the faces of our news riders after their first 
races, and listening to their stories. Especially Erica Blom, 
from Yale, after flatting in the Women's Intro RR at Philly, in 
the rain, coming back to the cars saying, "It wasn't as bad as 
I thought! I can't wait to race again!" 
25) My girlfriend egging me on me and waking up with me in 
4 in the morning to watch me race. 
26) Wearing the white kits all year or a close second 
catching 4 people on the Mt. Philo climb. 
27) The hate I have for being at college. 
28) Joe Kopena telling me to slap slim in the face 
29) Watching all those fools ride in the rain in Philly. 
30) I would say in general, epic road races! There is a 
general rule that almost all collegiate racers break that most 
others adhere to: never drive for a longer period of time than 
you expect to race. Epic road races with lots of climbing 
really make the drives worth it, in my opinion. 
31) Getting to see downtown Pittsburgh for the first time and 
race on a super-fun crit course! The Murrysville road race 
was in a pretty sweet area too. 
32) Entering Men's Intro for my first races ever, in the most 
brutal weather ever - Philly Phlyer - and taking third in the 
road race and first in the circuit race. Also not dying at Penn 
State's road race in Men's D, actually that was much better 
than winning in Philly. 
33) At the UVM road race I broke my derailleur cable 13 
miles from the finish and was stuck in my biggest gear. 
There was NO WAY that I wasn't going to finish, and I 
ground it out to the base of Philo (going up some of those 
hills at like 5rpm). I was going to take off my cleats and run 
up Philo, but luckily there was a teammate with a bike near 
there, so I dismounted and took his bike and rode up Philo 
with a wicked small frame and a seat post like 4inches lower 
than I'm used to. I head to lean over so much to find power 



that my chin was on the handlebars, but I finished. That 
made the season worth it. 
34) My 2 and 4 year cousins cheering for me at the Beanpot 
Crit. 
35) Going off the front from lap one with Rich from RPI at the 
Penn State Crit. 
36) Erica Blom's (Yale) first race ever: the Philly RR. She's 
nervous as heck for her first race, but she rolls out anyways 
into pouring rain. She flats, gets a wheel, gets back in it, flats 
again, sits at the side of the road until the sag wagon picks 
her up. DNF's in the pouring rain with the biggest smile on 
her face, and hasn't missed a rac e since. 
37) Sunshine and awesome teammates. 
38) Rain after rain... 
39)  Knowing that the pain would stop once I finished the 
race. 
40) Martha Buckley and Yuri Matsumoto finishing 1-2 at both 
the Army hill climb and Mt. Philo 
41) I didn't want good grades anyway... 
42) Three people started racing with us this year and will do 
it for most of the rest of their lives. That's more satisfying 
than religion. 
43) Seeing tons of new racers out there! 
44) Pittsburg Crit, and dual meet with the MWCC. 
45) My 5th place at the Pittsburgh Crit after almost getting 
dropped because of a crash. 
46) Placing 13th in my first cycling race ever. 
47) The team, the wins, the 
atmosphere, the community! 
48) Doing well on my home 
course (psu) my senior year 
49) Appetite for danger. 
50) Every minute of every 
race weekend- to race is to 
win 


